
 

Warmest greetings to you all!  

I hope this newsletter finds you all well and happy and keeping warm!!! 
This issue is full of news about our upcoming events and also about our Newcomers 
Network activities, so hopefully you can find some time to read it. Please come along 
and  join in any activities and upcoming events if you like —it would be great to meet 
and support you!  
You will also find some great photos from our successful Multicultural Festival we held 
on 29 March at Pollard park in Blenheim. Read Nancy Sherwood’ article on how you can 
contribute to and support this community by Youth Mentoring and find a recipe for a 
warming and spicy hot drink! 
     Your Andreja, Migrant Centre coordinator 

Global Football Festival, 6 September 2008 

 Winter Newsletter 

* Promoting and 

Facilitating Unity in 

Diversity * 

Inside this issue: 

Greetings and Global 
Football Festival 

1 

Multicultural festival, 
29 March 2008  

Youth Mentoring 

2 

Newcomers Network 
Activities 

3 

  
How to make chai 3 

Our Contact Details 
and Key Services 

4 

Upcoming Events 4 

July 2008 

Vol. 2, Issue 4 

What’s on: 

 Global Football Festival 

on 6 Sept., 2008  

 Join the new Marlbor-

ough Newcomers Net-

work! 

 

 Check out the scheduled 

events and activities! 

* One Community — Many Faces * 

We are very pleased to be organising, with collaboration from 
Marlborough Football and the Korean community and generous funding from the DHB 
Nutrition and Physical Activity Fund, the first ever Marlborough Global Football festival! 
 
It will be held on Saturday, 6 September at the A&P show grounds and we are looking 
for teams and people to cheer them on!  It will be 9 players/team/full field tournament 
and there will be prizes for the first three teams—so join in for a day of multicultural 
activity and fun!!! You can find our contact details on the last page. 

 
Wherever we live in Marlborough we only need to walk down the street to see that our 
community is now a multicultural society.  I believe that we can and must recognise the 
advantages of this and celebrate the ethnic diversity which makes up the face of Marl-
borough. 
I have immense respect for people who migrate.    It is not easy coming to a new coun-
try and learning a new culture, and I am proud to be associated with the MMC, the en-
tity that supports migrants’ resettlement so they feel a sense of identity, security and 
belonging. 
The rapidly increasing diversity of Marlborough’s population is creating opportunities 
and challenges. 
The biggest challenge for the MMC is to meet the daily increasing demands for services.  
The Centre has been operating for over 18 months, capably managed by Andreja, our co
-ordinator.  If we are to continue to progress and meet the challenges ahead we need a 
team approach.  A strong and supportive team with a management structure aligned to 
our vision for the future. 
There are many ways interested people can be part of the team and support those un-
der our umbrella.  Taking membership as a Friend of the Centre, joining the committee, 
or volunteering to help with a specific project or activity. 
The AGM will be held at the Wesley Centre on 18 August at 7.00pm. 
I welcome the opportunity to talk to anyone who may be interested in becoming in-
volved.  Phone 05-5787310 or cell 021-342-071. 
 
Margaret Western, Chairperson 

From the Chairperson, Margaret Western 

 



The Multicultural Festival held in Blenheim on 29 March 2008, to mark annual Race Relations Day and to 
celebrate the cultural diversity in Marlborough was a great success. About 2,500 people came to Pollard 
Park for a day of multi-ethnic music, dance and song and foods. The day started with some great juggling 
and a fire poi performance and a karakia, some speeches and the great Bohally Intermediate Kapa Haka 
group. The performers were from Japan, India, Brazil, the Czech Republic, Thailand, Tonga,  Russia, New 
Zealand, Ireland, the Philippines, Columbia and Rapanui/Easter Island. A great variety of information stalls, 
craft stalls, a bouncy castle and a clown kept everyone entertained. The feedback was very positive and 
someone even said there should be a festival like this once a week!  

* One Community — Many Faces * 

Page 2 * Promoting and Facilitating Unity in Diversity * 

òItõs a wonderful 

way to welcome 

people and make 

them feel more at 

home in our 

communityó  

 

All photos by Trevor Dennis 

Multicultural Festival, 29 March 2008 
Andreja Phillips, Coordinator  

Is Mentoring for you? 

Nancy Sherwood, Presbyterian Support 

First, what is youth mentoring? It is a 
friendship relationship between an 
adult and a child of primary / intermedi-
ate school age where they get together 
for at least an hour a week for a year 
and enjoy each other's company 
and doing things together.  
  
As Marlborough is enriched by more 
cultures, becoming involved with youth 
mentoring is one good way to build 
bridges between people. It can connect 
newcomers with longtime residents. 
Both can share their knowledge and 
experiences, learning about each 
other's cultures.  

It is a wonderful way to welcome people 
and make them feel more at home in our 
community. 
  
Mentors are valued volunteers who re-
ceive training and support.  As well as be-
friending a child, they become part of a 
team who enjoy getting together regu-
larly.   
  
If you would like to be a mentor or have a 
child who would benefit from mentoring 
and would like more information about 
Synergy Youth Mentoring, please contact 
Nancy at Family Works (Presbyterian Sup-
port) 577 9005   nancys@psusi.org.nz  

mailto:nancys@psusi.org.nz


 

2 cups of water 

Sugar 

2 tea bags 

1/2-1 cup milk 

 

You will need: 

3 slices of fresh ginger 

12 black peppercorns 

3 whole cloves 

2 cardamom pods 

1 3-inch cinnamon stick 

How to make it: 

Combine the first 7 ingredients in a small saucepan. 

Bring to a boil and remove from heat. Add teabags, 

cover and steep for 5 minutes. Remove whole spices. 

Add milk and cook over medium heat until thor-

oughly heated but do not boil again. Serve and enjoy 

straight away. 

Chai — a spicy and warming Indian hot drink   

Marlborough Newcomers Network — Activities Winter 2008 

 Parents and children’s group: This group has started meeting on 20 July and 

will meet once a month—every third Friday of the month, from 10.30am-12pm 

—at NMIT 85 Budge St. Next meeting Friday, 18 July, hosted by Anne Barrer/

NMIT. Morning tea provided and nanny students help look after the children! 

 Women’s craft group: This group will start meeting from 9 July onwards—

every first Wednesday of the month, 6.30-8pm, at Riversdale Community 

House, 131 Budge St, Blenheim . 

 Next potluck dinner: on Thursday, 31 July 08, from 5.30pm onwards at Rivers-

dale Community House 131 Budge St, Blenheim.  

We would also like to start Kiwi cooking classes with Jill Peter, in spring/summer. 

We also have a book club and are always looking for new ideas for regular activities 

(eg coffee mornings, movie nights etc) and people wanting to run these.  Please 

get in touch if you are interested! 

Other Activities in and around Marlborough: 

Marlborough4Fun Event Guide ɂ for general regular activities and events in Marlborough, 

monthly supplement in the Saturday Express newspaper or www.marlborough4fun.co.nz. 

The Marlborough Multicultural Group has 105 member from many different countries and 

meets for functions (dinner or potluck lunch) every 2-3 months. Please contact: marlborough-

multicultural@yahoo.com for more information. 

*ÏÈÎȭÓ ËÉÔÃÈÅÎ offers a free meal once a week every Wednesday, 5.30pm, Wesley Hall, Blen-

heim. They always like volunteers helping with cooking and serving and once a month serve an 

Indian dinner. They also gladly accept donations of money and food. Ph: 578 5796. 

REAP Marlborough offers many different courses (e.g. food preparation, learning foreign lan-

guages, crafts& arts, etc.) for a small charge. Contact REAP House, 19 George St., Ph: 578 7848, 

Email: reap1@xtra.co.nz 

English Corner ÁÔ 3ÔȢ #ÈÒÉÓÔÏÐÈÅÒȭÓ ÉÎ 2ÅÄ×ÏÏÄÔÏ×Îȟ ÅÖÅÒÙ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ Ω-4pmɂpractice your 

English for a gold coin donation! 

The Mountain Safety Marlborough and Marlborough Forest and Bird Society have a great pro-

gramme of activities for youth aged 12-19 years. Go to: www.mountainsafety.org.nz to find out 

more about this and their other activities. 
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Join the 

Marlborough 

Newcomers 

Network! Meet 

people, share 

your interests 

and have fun! 

And its FREE to 

join! 

Call us on Ph: 

(03) 579 2460 



Next potluck dinner: 

Thursday, 31 July 08, from 5.30pm onwards at Riversdale Community House 131 Budge St, 

Blenheim.  

Our AGM: 

Monday, 18 August, 7 pm at Wesley Centre, Henry St., Blenheim 

Global Football Festival: 

Saturday, 6 September 2008, 9.30am-4pm, at the A&P show grounds, Blenheim. 

Please contact us to enter a team !!! Call Andreja on  579 2460 or email: 

mmc@marlboroughonline.co.nz 

 

Upcoming Events — Winter 2008 

You find us at: 

Shop 12, 7 Market Street North 

Blenheim 7201 

Ph: (03) 579 2460 

E: mmc@marlboroughonline.co.nz 

Our mission is to promote and facilitate 

unity in diversity. 

Our key services are: 

* Supporting newcomers 
 
* Helping organizations and agencies 
with migrant matters 
 
* Education/awareness raising 
 
* Social functions and events 
 
* Promoting Marlborough as a multi-
cultural province and celebrating cul-
tural diversity  
 
We are always looking for people who 

would like to become committee mem-

bers. We also would like to hear from 

people who are interested in becoming 

‘Friends of the Migrant Centre’ or who 

would like to be translators. And we 

would be happy to hear from busi-

nesses and organizations that would 

like to support us, financially or other-

wise. 

 Winter Newsletter 

*One Community - Many Faces * 

We’re on the web: 

www.marlboroughonline.co.nz/mmc 

  A great big thank you to everyone who supports our work: 


